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Latest news from the studio of Jordan Harcourt-Hughes

Geburiah: A surprising selfportrait
Diary of a Tree Hugger
New print: Monday in the
Garden
New products: serving trays,
place mats and flanged throw
pillows
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Greetings from the studio!
The ebb and flow of studio work over the last
few months has been interesting. Sometimes

1. Geburiah - a suprising self-portrait

there’s a lot happening and then at other times

2. Diary of a Tree Hugger

not much at all.

3. Shop my new design Monday in the Garden

Sometimes it comes down to a really simple
question – when is an artwork complete? Are

4. Stock list

we finished, I often ask each one. Do we need to
take a little nap? Or are you ready to make your
way out into the world?
The best way to tell, I find, is to leave a work
alone for a period of time. It gets put away in
the back of the pile, often reluctantly, because
I always wish things would hurry on up and be
done. But paintings take their own sweet time
and it’s the moment when I pull them out again

Find me online

a few months later that I really know where we’re
at.

jordanharcourthughes.com

I’m happy to share both Geburiah and Monday
in the Garden with you in this edition, the latest
artworks to jump out from the back of the pile
and tell me that they’re ready to meet the world.
Jordan x
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A is for activate...
GEBURIAH – A SURPRISING SELF PORTRAIT
It’s only recently that I realised that Geburiah is a
self-portrait of sorts! This painting talks specifically
to the transformation I went through between
the ages of 17 and 21, which began the process of
activating my ‘listening body’.
This piece of writing is part of an e-book called
The A-Z of Communing with the Universe that I’m
currently working on.
Emergence
It was in my very late teens that I had my first
experience of grieving for something that was lost
and never coming back.
Shedding old skins
I left home at the age of seventeen to study
journalism at Charles Sturt University in Bathurst,
a lovely country town three hours west of our family
home in Sydney.
It was an emergence for me, as our first years away
from our parents and childhood always are. But it
was a bumpy ride, and with each bump, a part of my
old self detached. Some parts of me detached very
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easily and I shed them without feeling any pain.

insides, were overlaid with a new layer that both

Other parts of my old self departed not nearly so

aided and forever changed my ability to perceive

easily, and among these was my sense of faith.

the world around me. Like Geburiah’s interior,

Away from home, in a new place, surrounded

from the lowest point of the gut, right up

by new people, and a university spirit somewhat

through the stomach, heart and neck and even

similar to what San Francisco was probably

eyes, these winding, curving, oddly shaped and

like in the sixties, I opened myself up to new

distinctly coloured organs were layered, distinct

experiences and simultaneously, I unravelled.

and yet interwoven, shimmering and moving
inside me.

My old beliefs about God and the spiritual world
were amongst the chunks of the old me that I
buried out the open landscapes of country New

I began to use these complex new organ-like
features of my new energetic makeup to listen

South Wales.

differently, to hear and see and understand

Renewal

listen with my subconscious, and wait for these

things that didn’t always make sense. I had to
new organs to translate the ideas into some kind

When I understood how much of my old self

of sense that could be logically understood –

had gone, and would not be coming back, I fell

which was a journey in and of itself that I still

apart. But then, slowly over the next few years,

travel.

my insides regenerated. Life, as it always does,
grows back. The rawness that I felt all through
my entire body started to fade. The grief
dissipated into the aether.

By the time I turned 21 I had arrived in Edinburgh,
where I took a year to rest and recalibrate after
by first big experience of transformation. And
that’s when my art career began. More on that
story another time!

Changes in sensory perception
Geburiah is painted on framed canvas and is ready to

Over the next few years, I became very sensitive

hang. Dimensions are 75cm x 75cm x 3cm.

to sound. It was as if the grief that had ripped

Price: $650 + GST. (Shipping not included).

apart my insides paved the way for a change,
a restructure in my entire energetic make-up.
In coming my own person, the structure of

shop Geburiah

my being changed. My insides, like Geburiah’s
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DIARY OF A TREE HUGGER
to explain why. I think for the planet to

deliriously happy for a month. Bees collected so much

survive we need to develop a deep respect

pollen I saw a few struggling to lift off in order to fly. The

trees......

for all trees.

lorikeets broke off branches in their enthusiasm which

Tanya, I was delighted when you told me that you

What’s your thinking there?

honey scent. Sure, I have to sweep up fallen leaves, pollen,

Well, it’s more than worrying about the

blossoms and now gum nuts but look at the bounty she’s

devastation of the rainforests. I don’t

provided.

I was delighted for this edition of Earthed to
talk with my friend Tanya about her kinship with

love to talk to your garden and you’re also prone to
hugging trees when you feel the urge! Can you tell
us how your relationship with trees and plants adds
something special to your life?
Some years ago I read a news feature about an
Australian indigenous elder and artist who visited
Europe on a cultural exchange tour. He was straight
out of his country; he hadn’t flown before and
English was his second language. In a park in Paris
when he spotted a lone gum he walked straight up
to it, hugged it and said, ‘My cousin, you are a long
way from home.’
I had heard hippy types and healers promoted
the idea of hugging trees to earth you and lift your
energy but the concept of trees as our cousins hit
home. They are. We can’t live without them so
now I hug them to show my love, appreciation and

meant I could take the blossoms inside and enjoy their

understand why lots of lovely people
who care about the felling of forest trees

Any other thoughts?

and routinely recycle their papers and

I love the book you reviewed in the last edition of Earthed

cardboard buy blocks of land or houses

called The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben

and units and then cut down big and

a forester who suggests that a forest is a social network

small trees because they don’t like leaves

that takes care of itself like human families do. Makes me

dropping onto their deck, into their pools

think that the indigenous artist and elder knew stuff that

or blocking their views. Would you treat

we are only just beginning to grasp. And if you haven’t

your cousins as arrogantly?

tried hugging a tree give it a go. Just watch out for ants :)

That’s an unusual view?
Yes and even a tad bizarre but on a lighter
note I adore the beauty of my tree cousins.
Outside my fence line is a magnificent
gum who gives me pleasure every day.

respect.

She changes colour depending on the

Do you get strange looks?

runs green. This year she flowered in the

(Laughs) It’s not something I do with an audience.

light and when it rains her silvery bark
most glorious way and the lorikeets were

For me it’s a sacred, private thing, like meditating.
But if I was busted hugging a tree I’d be happy
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latest print

Perfect
for gifts!

NEW PRODUCT!

Shop ‘monday in the garden’

LARGE
ART PRINT
$34.99

THROW PILLOW WITH
FLANGE DETAIL $48.00

NEW PRODUCTS!

shop the pillow

NEW PRODUCT!

SERVING TRAYS FROM $37.00

shop the serving trays

PLACE MATS FROM $50.00

shop the place mats
Monday in the Garden is a gallery quality Giclée print on
natural white, matte, ultra smooth, 100% cotton rag, acid
and lignin free archival paper. Archival inks are used and
its custom trimmed with a one inch border for framing.

CLICK HERE TO
Prices in USD.
Shipping not included.

CARRY-ALL POUCH $15.99

shop the pouch

shop the print
jordanharcourthughes.com

time for a new look?
Jordan in the Studio
is now on Houzz!
Browse my portfolio to
find the perfect print or
painting for your new
look!
Click to visit Houzz
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STOCK LIST

New products

Serving Trays

Featured products

A note about my online stores
My art and design products are

From $37.00

shop the serving tray

available through a variety of online
marketplaces. All of them offer secure

Place Mats
Throw pillow with
flange detail

From $50.00

From $38.00

shop the place mat

shop the flange pillow

The click-to-purchase links will either
take you to my personal website where
I sell original artworks and special
packages, Society6, Fine Art America,

Also available
Fine Art Print

shopping.

Roostery or Spoonflower. If you have

From $17.99

shop the print

issues with any of these sites please let
me know by emailing me at hithere@
jordanharcourthughes.com.

Journal

From $14.99

shop the journal

Pricing
Pricing is correct at the time of

Rectangular pillow

From $34.99

shop the pillow

Designer mug

From $15.99

shop the mug

publication. With the exception of
sales through jordanharcourthughes.
com, all pricing is in USD. Items also
ship from the US.
Shipping

Carry-all pouch

From $15.99

shop the pouch

Prices do not include shipping.
Shipping costs start at $10 and will be
calculated upon check out.
Returns
I want you to love whatever you
purchase, so if you don’t, you can
return it. Please let me know within
48 hours of recieving your goods.
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Jordan is a Sydney-based author, artist

Website: jordanharcourthughes.com

and designer. Her work, renown for

To visit my Society6 shop click here

a vibrant use of colour, is a dialogue

To visit my Fine Art America shop click here

about nature, abstract beauty, spiritual

To visist my Roostery shop click here

experience and pattern making.

E: hithere@jordanharcourthughes.com
Facebook:jordaninthestudio
Instagram: jordaninthestudio
Pinterest: jhhsydney

jordan in the studio
original art and design
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